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• Origin: The Memphis design 

movement emerged in the early 1980s 
in Milan, Italy.

• Founding Members: Ettore Sottsass 

and a group of young designers, 
including Martine Bedin and Michele 
De Lucchi.:

• Bold Colours: Memphis designs often 

feature vibrant and contrasting colours, 
such as primary and neon hues. 

• Asymmetry: Rejecting traditional 

symmetry, Memphis designs embrace 
irregular and asymmetrical shapes.

• Geometric Patterns: Use of 

geometric shapes and patterns, 
including triangles, circles, and zigzags.

• Clashing Styles: Combines elements 

from various design styles, including Art 
Deco, Pop Art, and Kitsch.

• Playfulness: Incorporates a sense of 

humour and whimsy into design 
elements.

• Unexpected Materials: Utilizes 

unconventional materials like 
laminates, plastics, and metals.

• Influence: Memphis had a significant 

impact on interior design, furniture, 
fashion, and graphic design. It 
challenged the prevailing minimalist 
design ethos of the time.

• Founder's Philosophy: Ettore Sottsass, 

the movement's leader, aimed to 
break free from conventional design 
rules and encourage individuality and 
creativity.

• Legacy: Memphis design remains 

influential and is often revisited in 
contemporary design, particularly in 
the postmodern and avant-garde 

design movements. It continues to 
inspire designers worldwide.

• Key Products: Iconic Memphis design 

products include the "Carlton" 
bookshelf by Ettore Sottsass, the "Super" 
lamp by Martine Bedin, and various 
furniture pieces characterized by bold 
patterns and eccentric forms.

• End of the Movement: Memphis 

disbanded in 1988, but its impact on 
design history persists through its 
enduring influence.

• Global Reach: While it originated in 

Milan, the Memphis design movement 
quickly gained international 
recognition, shaping design trends 
worldwide.

• Relevance Today: Memphis design 

remains a symbol of rebellion against 
design norms and continues to 
captivate designers and collectors 
seeking unique and expressive 
creations.

Design principles Memphis, Design 

movements ,research methods, 
innovative, small storage  function, 

Aesthetics, product design , 2 

perspective, orthographic drawings, 
2D design, 3D design , Design 

strategies, iterative design, Sketching, 

modelling, testing, design fixation, final 

model 

Resources:

• Memphis design books and articles.
• Plywood and acrylic materials.
• Woodworking tools and equipment.
• Safety guidelines and workshops.
• Design software or drawing materials.
• Presentation


